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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending February 26, 1994 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 26, 1994 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 26, 1994 
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS (Base 65° F) 


February 20 - 26, 1994 
(Cumulative totals and departures from normal are for the period July 1, 1993 - February 26, 1994) 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 21 - 27, 1994 


Early-week weather conditions were mild across the central and 
eastern United States. Spring-like weather gave way to a return 
to winter as a cold weather system blew down from Canada. 
The advancing cold front pushed away residual warmth from the 
Atlantic Seaboard and impeded field preparation. The collision 
of the cold front with the moist warm air from the Gulf restored 
the snow cover for small grains in the middle Mississippi and 
Ohio Valleys. Damage to wheat was possible in the central 
Ohio Valley, since the cold front preceded the protective snow 
storm. The storm produced good snow cover for winter wheat 
in the Great Plains. A generally cold, damp week with slightly 
below-average temperatures kept wheat dormant in the High 


Plains. Concern for winter wheat in the central Great Plains and 
Mississippi Valley eased as it received needed moisture. The 
northern Pacific coast received continuous rain, which improved 
small grains growth. Spring wheat planting began in the 
Columbia Basin. The southern Pacific coast had wet conditions 
early in the week that hampered field activities. Heavy snow in 
the Great Lakes Region provided new cover for small grains and 
alfalfa hay. Warmer weather, in the Gulf coastal region and 
Atlantic States, early in the week allowed land preparation and 
corn planting to begin. Heavy rain from east Texas to the Mid- 
Atlantic States delayed some fieldwork later in the week. Some 
rice fieldwork began in Arkansas late in the week. 





(Continued from front cover) 

West. By Monday, temperatures plunged to as low as -20°F in the 
northern Plains (at Devils Lake, ND). Lingering moisture in southern 
California produced 8 inches of snow in Wrightwood and atop Mt. 
Wilson. Precipitation quickly spread eastward through the intermountain 
West and into the central and southern Plains. On Tuesday, Salt Lake 
City, UT experienced its second snowiest February day on record (9.8 
inches). Heavy snow also developed in the central Plains on Tuesday, 
spreading rapidly through the Midwest and into the Northeast by midweek. 
Storm-total snowfall included 7 inches in Russell, KS, 10 inches in 
Kearney, NE, and 9 inches in Ames, IA. Farther east, 8 inches fell near 
Frederick, MD, while 6 inches covered Williamsport, PA. To the south, 
heavy rain spread from central Texas to the Middle Atlantic States, 
pushing weekly totals above 3 inches in locations such as Knoxville, TN 
and Asheville, NC. On Wednesday through Friday, a concentrated band of 
fiercely stormy weather ripped through the Pacific Northwest and into the 
High Plains. Flash flooding accompanied nearly 2 inches of rain (along 
with wet snow) in Portland, OR, while more than 16 inches of snow buried 
Pendieton, OR. A Washington State 24-hour snowfall record was 
established in the Cascades on February 23-24, as Crystal Mountain 
received 65 inches. Farther east, downslope (westerly) wind gusts 
exceeded 100 miles per hour in Boulder, CO on Thursday, and a blizzard 
raged in parts of the Dakotas. Williston, ND received 9.2 inches of wind- 
blown snow. Snow returned to the Midwest and Northeast late in the 
week. Madison, WI, which had its 19-inch snow cover on February 14 
melt to 1 inch on February 22, ended the week with a 15-inch cover. Many 
February snowfall records have been established in southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois, including Madison (36.0 inches, snowiest month on 
record), Chicago (25.0 inches), and Moline (20.6 inches). Elsewhere, 
warm weather continued in Florida, where Miami tied its February record 
with 89°F on Saturday. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions 
important on a national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather 
and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical 
Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: _ Rainfall 0.52 to 2.83 in. north; 0.65 to 2.28 in. 
central; 0.16 to 1.13 in. south. Temperatures 1° below normal to 3° 
above normal north and central; 2° below normal to 5° above normal 
south. Lows 20 to 28° north; 24 to 30° central; 25 to 35° south. 
Highs 68 to 72° north; 70 to 76° central; 76 to 80° south. 

Primary activities: Spring plowing and general care of livestock, 
poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Temperatures mostly below normal; 5° below to 
normal. Extremes -2°; 75° higher elevations; 25°; 81° deserts. Very 
little precipitation across State. Precipitation none to 0.14 in. 
First cotton planted. Small grain established 100%, 100% 1993, 
100% avg. Alfalfa fair to good. Haying, sheeping off activities 
light; stand renovation, new stand establishment mostly normal. 
Citrus harvest steady. Grapefruit, navel, sweet oranges, lemons 
available central, western areas. Also, valencia oranges available 
western areas. Tangerines, tangelos available central area. Winter 
vegetable harvest active. Available from western, central areas: 
Bok choy, broccoli, cauliflower, leaf, romaine lettuces, napa, 
spinach. Western harvest also included: Asparagus, broccoflower, 
celery, iceberg, boston lettuce, endive, escarole, salad savoy. 
Central crops available included: Beets, carrots, kohlrabi, leeks, 
mixed greens, green onions, radishes, rutabagas, swiss chard, 
turnips, watercress. Light volume tomatoes available eastern areas. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures a few degrees below normal for the 
week. Extremes 12°; 73°. Rainfall first part of week, 0.62 to 3.21 
in. 

Soil moisture supplies remain adequate to surplus. Wheat 
condition mostly fair, some good. There was continued aerial 
nitrogen application on wheat. Some rice fieldwork beginning. 
Livestock, pastures good. Scattered hay shortages continue in 
southwest. 


CALIFORNIA: Rain most areas. Drier conditions last half of 
week. Temperatures 3° below normal. 

Progress field activities slow; rain, wet soils most areas. Small 
grains, forage crops, seedling alfalfa grew rapidly. Aerial fertilizer, 
herbicide applications ongoing. Few late wheat fields seeded 
southern counties, as moisture improved. Sugarbeets irrigated, 
treated weeds. Fields prepared for planting dry beans, cotton, other 
row crops where conditions allowed. Alfalfa cut hay, sprayed 
aphids, weevils desert areas. Some alfalfa, sudangrass reseeded, 
poor stands. Oats greenchopped San Joaquin Valley between rains. 
Pruning, weed control, replanting continued in orchards,vineyards. 
Blooming continued in stone fruit, almond orchards. Citrus harvest 
continued. Navel orange harvest nearly 60% complete; heavy 
grading due to rind breakdown. Hail impacted citrus orchards in 
Tulare County. Strawberry harvest slow. Asparagus harvest started 
San Joaquin Valley, nearing completion Imperial Valley. Broccoli 
harvest continued Imperial, San Joaquin Valleys. Harvest cabbage 
took place Riverside County. Cabbage, carrots progressing well 
Stanislaus County. Cucumbers planted under hot caps Tulare 
County. Head lettuce fields thinned, treated mildew, irrigated San 
Joaquin Valley. Harvest head lettuce fields central, desert valleys. 
Onions growing well central valley. Sweet potatoes planted 
hotbeds Merced County. Spinach treated mites San Joaquin Valley. 
Processing tomato beds planted, treated pre-emergent herbicides 
irrigated central valley. Squash planted under hot caps Tulare 
County. Activity along central coast delayed due wet conditions. 
Most spring vegetables Coachella Valley planted. Other crops 
being harvested: spices, taro root, turnips, various oriental 
vegetables. Rangeland conditions continue to improve. Warmer 
weather will accelerate growth. Water supplies plentiful. Cows, 
calves good condition. Branding starting to pickup. 


COLORADO: Cold front moved across late on the 21st into the 
22nd bringing precipitation to most areas. West of the Continental 
Divide precipitation amounts were generally less then 0.20 in. In the 
Platte River Basin 0.10 to 0.30 in. It was windy in the mountains, 
along the northern front range on the 23rd, 24th with wind gusts as 
high as 110 miles an hour on the 24th. A cold front moved across the 
east on the 24th dropping temperatures sharply. The 25th was cold, 
cloudy statewide with trace amounts of precipitation in the east, dry 
in the west. The 26th, 27th were dry, mild. Temperatures were below 
normal first part of the week, returning to near normal by week’s end. 

General precipitation across the eastern part of the State has been 
favorable to the winter wheat crop. Care of livestock was the main 
producer activity. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 1 to 10° above normal. Highs; mostly 
80s. Lows; 30s north to low to mid 60s southeast coast. Rained on 
1 to 2 days most locations. Rain totals varied less than 0.25 in. to 
2.00 in. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate throughout State. Sugarcane harvest 
winding down. Maintaining tobacco beds. Making preparations for 
tobacco transplanting. Making preparations for spring planted crops. 
Citrus trees very good to excellent condition, moisture adequate. 
New growth, bloom progressing. Early-mid orange harvest slowing 
as supplies are running low. Grapefruit movement very active lower 
east coast for both domestic, export use. Temple, Honey tangerine 
harvest active for both fresh, process uses. Dancy tangerine harvest 
almost over. Caretakers cutting cover crops, hedging, topping 
harvested groves, fertilizing prior to open bloom. Good growing 
conditions in major vegetable growing regions last week. Good 
weather permitted Homestead growers return to normal field work 
after previous weekend downpour. Planting activities for spring crop 
about complete south. Ground preparation for spring crop increasing 
north. Leading vegetable shipments: Tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, 
celery, strawberries. Also available: Snap beans, carrots, chinese 
cabbage, sweet corn, cucumbers, eggplant, escarole, iceberg lettuce, 
leaf lettuce, romaine, specialty lettuces, potatoes, radishes, squash, 
cherry tomatoes. Pasture feed 25% fair, 75% good. Cattle herds 
mostly good condition. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal north, west areas, 
2 to 6° above normal east, south. Warmer than normal first half week, 
colder than normal over weekend, 26th, 27th. Temperatures varied 
mid to upper 60s in northeast mountains to low 80s extreme south. 
Temperatures freezing or below over much of State during weekend. 
Minimums mostly low to mid 20s north, upper 20s to low 30s central, 
southwest, mid 30s southeast. Colder mountain areas northeast 
minimums in teens. Rain reported 2 or 3 days north only 1 day 
central, south. Rain totals heaviest extreme north with local amounts 
of 2.00 to 4.00 in. Elsewhere, rain totals mostly 0.50 to 2.00 in. 
Soil moisture adequate. Land preparation increasing due to warm 
weather beginning of week. Fields still too wet to support equipment 
some areas. Cool weather at the end of week slowed corn planting 
south. Small grains good, topdressing active. Peaches good, early 
varieties blooming throughout State. Pruning of peach trees 
continues north. Onions, tobacco plants good condition. Pastures 
variable, mostly fair. Cattle, hogs fair to good, mostly good. 


HAWAII: Mostly sunny weather prevailed helping to dry out State 
after previous weeks’ heavy rains. Some rain over weekend, mostly 
along windward areas. Most farming activities returned to normal as 
fields dried. Rainfall none to 2.30 in. Temperatures low 60s to mid 
80s. 

Spraying activities intensified to control insects, disease. Most 
crops made good progress aided by warmer weather. Banana ship- 
ments moderate. Papaya output steady. 
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IDAHO: Temperatures 6° above to 3° below normal. Precipitation 
0.06 to 1.76 in. north, 0.10 to 0.25 in. southwest, 0.03 to 0.69 in. 
south central, 0.18 to 0.58 in. east. 

Soil moisture adequate. Hay, roughage supplies adequate. 
Activities: Marketing, educational, commodity meetings, shop 
activities, livestock care. Livestock good condition with calving, 
lambing active in most area. 


ILLINOIS: Winter returned last week; coldest weather over the 
weekend, with temperatures 2 to 12° below normal. Highs 20 to 
45°. Lows single digits to near 30°. Extreme low -17°. Precipitation 
between 0.50 to 1.75 in.most areas. 

Farmers concerns remained for wheat condition, livestock, feedlot 
conditions, quality hay supplies as weather conditions, soil moisture 
rates continued to change. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 8 to 10° below normal in the north; 3 to 
6° below normal south. High temperatures 28 to 43°, lows 10 to 
28‘. Precipitation, liquid equivalent, 0.50 to 0.90 in. far north, 0.30 
to 0.50 in. north central, 0.50 to more than 1.00 in. south. 

Wheat poor to good depending on location. Hay supplies remain 
good. Livestock condition continues to be good. Main activities 
this past week included: Grain marketing, hauling manure, tax 
preparation, chemical meetings. 


IOWA: Acold, snowy week with temperatures 10 to 12° below 
normal. Extremes -16°; 40°. Moderate to heavy snow statewide 
22nd; light to moderate snow with ground blizzard conditions 
statewide 25th. Precipitation 0.20 in. northwest to 1.47 in. east- 
central; State average 0.67 in. (normal 0.31 in.). Snowcover 
generally 5 to 10 in., locally 10 to 16 in. far north. 
Winter weather tough on new born calves. 
increasing utilization of short hay supplies. 


Weather also 


KANSAS: Last week’s weather across the sunflower State can 
best be described as back to winter. Temperatures over all areas 
were below normal. Western third 7 to 8° below normal, the south- 
central, southeast districts 1° below normal, remainder of the State 
4 to 6° below normal. 

Cold weather returned to State, brought some much needed 
moisture. Morning low temperatures were generally at or below 
20°, while daytime high temperatures were mostly in the mid 20s to 
mid 30s with the exception of 24th. Temperatures on 24th 10 to 15° 
warmer. Precipitation: sleet to ice to snow torain. Rainfall 0.20 in. 
southwest to 2.00 in. southeast. Most of the rest of the State 
received 0.50 to 0.70 in. Precipitation below normal all winter, 
should now benefit the wheat crop when the weather warms up 
enough to bring it out of dormancy. 


KENTUCKY: Temperature 41°. High temperature 55°, about 1° 
above the 30-year normal. Low temperatures in teens. Precipitation 
was 1.70 in. Eastern one-fourth of the State received the most rain, 
accumulations averaging 2.50 in. 

Winter wheat beginning to show some growth. Burley sales light, 
four markets remain open. Early plowing, tobacco bed preparation 
hampered by wet conditions most areas. Livestock feed require- 
ments lessened by warmer weather, wide changes in temperatures 
continue to cause stress. Soil moisture mostly adequate. 


LOUISIANA: Weather data not available. 

Relatively little fieldwork was because most soils were too wet. 
Winter grazing of rye grass pasture and supplemental hay feeding 
continued active. Farmers continued equipment repair, geared up 
for spring plowing. 

Fieldwork was slow except for some spring plowing, shaving, off- 
barring of sugarcane in the extreme southern parishes. Main 
actvities: Cattle tending, grazing of rye grass, feeding of hay, 
repairing fencing. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 


1.90 in., normal 0.75 in. Temperature 43.2°, normal 35.6°. Extremes 
19%; 70". 


Activities: Caring for livestock. General farm chores. Machinery 
maintenance. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 2.14 in., normal 0.76 in. Temperature 
44.8°, normal 36.5°. Extremes 27°; 70°. 

Activities: Caring for livestock. General farm chores. Machinery 
maintenance. 


MICHIGAN: Extremes -17°; 59°. Precipitation 0.17 to 1.13 in. 
across the State. Snowfall was the story in State last week. One 
storm blew through the State on 23rd dropping 3 to 5 in. while 25th 
saw another storm blanket the State with 4 to 6 in. of additional snow. 

Most livestock are in good condition, feed supplies remain 
expensive, adequate. Major activities: Blowing snow, hauling 
manure, pruning fruit trees, attending meetings, purchasing seed, 
chemicals, paying bills. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 7 to 12° below normal for the State. 
Extremes -17°; 32°. Precipitation 0.05 to 0.11 in. below normal for the 
north central, northeast, 0.25 to 0.33 in. above normal elsewhere. 
Precipitation 0.08 to 0.59 in. for State. Greatest weekly total 0.70 in. 
Snowfall at weekend 14 in. southeast, 3 to 7 in. elsewhere. 

Calving continued throughout the State this past week. 


MISSISSIPPI: Weather data not available. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0, 1.8 1993, 1.3 5 yr avg. Soil 
moisture 38% adequate, 25% surplus, 37% excessive. Hay supply 
57% short, 43% adequate. Livestock conditions 43% fair, 57% good. 
Pasture 83% of normal. Activities: Feeding livestock. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 2 to 10° below normal across most of 
State, except southeastern district, 8° above normal. Precipitation 
1.10 in. across State. Precipitation from less than 1.00 in., 
northwestern, north-central, northeastern, west-central districts to 
1.55 in. southwestern district. 

Farmers were moving hay, caring for livestock, other farm work. 


MONTANA: Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal west and 
southwest, 20 to 30° below normal remainder. Precipitation moderate 
to heavy west and southwest, light central and east. 

Snow cover protection for winter wheat 18% poor, 25% fair, 27% 
good, 30% excellent. Wind damage to winter wheat 42% none, 46% 
light, 11% moderate, 1% heavy. Winter wheat is still dormant. 
Livestock grazing is 18% open, 35% difficult, 47% closed. Livestock 
in most regions are receiving supplemental feed. Calving, lambing 
are well advanced in western, central State, just starting in the east. 
Calving 19% complete, lambing 15% complete. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 8 to 18° below normal. Precipitation 
(in the form of snow) 0.10 in. northwest to over an inch central. 

Winter wheat 3% poor, 26% fair, 57% good, 14% excellent. Hay 
supplies 9% short, 89% adequate, 2% surplus. Feed grain supplies 
5% short, 93% adequate, 3% surplus. Condition of cattle, calves 2% 
poor, 30% fair, 68% good. Snow depth 0.50 in. western panhandle to 
12.00 in. central, 6.00 in. elsewhere. Calving near 25% complete. 
Farm stored grains appear to be keeping well. Producer activities 
include tax preparation, educational meetings, ASCS applications, 
planning for the spring crop season. 


NEVADA: Series of weather disturbances moved through State 
bringing generally light precipitation to north, central, western 
divisions. Temperatures below average. Extremes -10°, 75°. 

Fieldwork underway south. Calving, lambing continuing. Major 
activities: Care, feeding of livestock, general maintenance, preparing 
for spring work. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation none to 0.41 in. regionwide. 
Temperatures 5 to 22° north; 16 to 25° south. Maximum temperatures 
30 to 56° north; 33 to 60° south. Minimum temperatures -21 to 4° 
north; -15 to 8° south. 

Major farm activities: Caring for livestock. Getting greenhouses 
cleaned, geared up for production. Southern States are preparing for 
first run of maple syrup. Moving apples, potatoes out of storage. 
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NEW JERSEY: Temperatures were below normal; 28° north, 32° 
south, 34° coastal. Extremes 4°; 67°. Precipitation was above 
normal; averaging 1.13 in. north, 1.50 in. south, 1.63 in. coastal. 
Heaviest 24 hour total 1.73 in. on 23rd, 24th. Heaviest 24-hour 
snowfall 4 in. on the 23rd, 24th. Snow on ground on 28th: little in 
the south, 2 to 10 in. central, north. 

Farmers busy caring for livestock, tending to other winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Temperatures were within 1 or 2° normal for 
most of the State. Northeast plains was the only exception, 4° 
below normal. Extremes -3° northern mountains; 76° southeastern 
desert. Precipitation spotty, light, with no totals over 0.33 in. 

Farming activities focused on land preparation for spring planting, 
pre-irrigation. 


NEW YORK: The 20th was extremely warm, highs in lower 60s. 
Cold front passed on 21st, temperatures fell to 30s. Snowstorm on 
23rd, temperatures near 10° in north. Freezing rain in south, snow 
in north on 24th. More snow fell on 25th, temperatures 0° north to 
20s south. Extremes -12°; 63°. 

Major activities: Caring for livestock, spreading manure, 
attending meetings, moving crops from storage. Coldness made 
outside chores difficult. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Average temperatures 46° Asheville, 

Greensboro to 57° at Hatteras, Wilmington. Rainfall 0.84 in. at 

New Bern to 3.41 in. Asheville. 
Major activities: Plant bed, 


land preparation, 
maintenance, tending livestock. 


general 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 15 to 26° below normal. 
Extremes -29° north central; 26° south central. 

Additional snow blocked secondary roads in many areas. Snow 
cover was sufficient to protect winter wheat, rye, alfalfa. Cattle, 


sheep good condition. Feed supplies remained adequate. Calving, 
lambing underway in many areas. Grain marketing continued as 
storage space became available at local elevators. 


OHIO: Sharp temperature extremes occurred. A taste of 
springlike weather was followed by a frigid blast of winter. Average 
highs upper 20s, 30s north to the 40s in the south, which was 4 to 
8° below normal in the north, central, 1 to 5° below normal in the 
south. Lows the teens in the north to the upper teens, 20s south, 
which 3 to 8° below normal in the north, near normal to as much as 
8° below normal in the south. Warmest readings around 40° far 
northwest to the 60s south. Liquid precipitation around 0.30 to 0.90 
in. north to 0.50 to 1.20 in. south. This was wetter than normal over 
parts of the south, northeast by up to 0.60 in., close to normal to 
drier than normal by up to around 0.30 in. over parts of the 
northwest, central. Snow, ice cover, approximately 1 to 8 in., 
remained over mainly the north half of the State. 

Winter wheat was vulnerable to damage in the lower half of the 
State. Exact condition of winter wheat is unknown. Livestock 
required supplemental feeding. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 4° below normal southeast to 11° 
below normal north-central. Precipitation 0.14 in. Panhandle to 
2.21 in. southeast. Rains fell statewide. Panhandle, north central 
districts remain dry. 

Feeder steers over 700 lbs. weak, other feeders, calves steady to 
$3.00 higher. 


OREGON: Temperatures near normal statewide, exceptions 
extreme northern locations 3° below normal. Precipitation heavy 
coast, 4.50 in.; 3.00 in. Willamette Valley; 1.00 in. southwestern 
valleys; northern Cascades, high plateau 3.00 to 5.50 in.; 
northeastern mountains, Columbia Basin 0.50 to 1.75 in. south 
central, southeastern sections less than 0.20 in. Northern Cascade 
areas received 3 to 4 feet of snow. Heavy rainfalls in Portland 
caused urban flooding. 

Soil moisture adequate. Cascade snowpack continued to increase 
due to heavy snows, still below normal readings. Winter orchard 


pruning continued. Livestock good to excellent. Lambing, calving 
underway statewide. Supplemental feeding continued, statewide. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Spring-like beginning of week; return to winter 
by mid-week. Temperature 33°, 5° above normal. Extremes -7°; 70°. 
Precipitation 1.34 in., 0.69 in. above normal. 

Activities: Hauling manure; fixing fence; caring for livestock. 


PUERTORICO: Island rainfall 1.20 in. was 0.65 in. above normal. 
Highest rainfall 10.82 in. Pico del Este, 5.49 in. Rio Blanco, 5.28 in. 
Maunabo. Island temperatures about 76 to 78° on the coasts, 69 to 73° 


interior with mean station temperture 78.5° at Roosevelt Roads to 
61.6° Pico del Este Luquillo. Extremes 52°; 92°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 1 to 5° above normal. Average 
Rainfall 1.60 in. 

Farm activities: Small grain conditions remained good. Producers 
continued top dressing nitrogen, herbicides to fields dry enough to 
access. Tobacco beds remained good. Land preparations continued 


in some areas. Adequate moisture in most areas last week. Livestock 
good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 9 to 26° below normal. Extremes 
-22°; 40°. Precipitation as snow nearly statewide, heaviest central, 
southeast. Maximum 0.81 in. Snow depth 1 to 10 in. south to 30 in. 
north central. 

Farm activities: Routine livestock care, preparing for calving 
season, attending livestock production sales, hauling grain. 


TENNESSEE: On average, temperatures were slightly warmer than 
normal. All of State enjoyed spring-like warmth through the 23rd. 
Chattanooga had a high of 71° on the 21st, 23rd. A cold front passed 
through the region on the 25th, temperatures struggled to reach out of 
the 30s on the 26th. State was wetter than normal; most of the rain 
fell early in the week. Spotty showers, ahead of a weak cold front, 
brought between a 0.33 to 1.25 in. east, middle on the 21st. Heavy 
tain on the 22nd when a warm front brought 1.25 to 2.50 in. to the 
whole State in a 24-hour period. Knoxville, Chattanooga measured 
about 3.25 in. Both cities had over 2.00 in. rain on the 23rd. 

Removing fallen trees limbs, other debris caused by the ice storm is 
still keeping farmers busy. Greenhouse preparation of tobacco plants 
is underway. Wheat, livestock are in mostly good condition. Soil 
moisture levels are adequate to surplus. 


TEXAS: High pressure brought fair skies, cold conditions early and 
late last week, separated by a cold front which produced heavy 
showers, thunderstorms at midweek. South Central, Upper Coast, 
Southern Texas climate divisions reported near normal temperatures, 
while other seven climate divisions reported below normal 
temperatures for week. Departures near normal (-1°) three divisions 
to -9° in Low Rolling Plains. Precipitation was above normal in 
northeast half of State, below normal in South Texas, western regions. 
North-central division received highest average precipitation (1.14 
in.), while Lower Valley received lowest average precipitation (0.03 
in.). Divisional departures +0.57 in. north central division to -0.52 
in. Upper Coast division. Some of larger individual station totals 
were 2.07 in. at Longview, 2.07 in. at Waco, 1.53 in. at Lake 
Livingston. Mean soil temperatures were mostly in 50s across State 
last week. However, range of mean soil temperature was 37° at 
Bushland to 69° at Weslaco. Highest daily soil maximum temperature 
was 79° at Uvalde, lowest daily minimum soil temperature was 30° at 
Bushland. 

Crops: Planting of corn continued between showers in Rio Grande 
Valley, along Coastal Bend, south central areas. Other areas con- 
tinued to prepare for planting. Sorghum planting of grain sorghum 
was active in South Texas, in Rio Grande Valley. Small Grains: 
growing conditions continued to improve as small grains displayed 
good growth, development. Wheat was responding rapidly growth as 
most producers have completed nitrogen applications. There were 
moderate to heavy infestations of weeds in high plains. Spraying 
continued on greenbug populations which were very active in 
Southern Low Plains, Cross Timbers. Wheat 59% normal, 68% 1993. 
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Commercial Vegetable: Rio Grande Valley: harvest of cabbage, 
carrots, broccoli, cauliflower continued. Citrus harvest progressed. 
High Plains: fertilizers were applied and prewatering began. Land 
preparations for onion, potato planting continued. San Antonio- 
Winter Garden: spring planting was underway with cold tolerant 
plants being planted. Vegetables made fair progress as land 
preparation continued. East Texas: land preparation, planting of 
potatoes, onions was delayed due to wet field conditions. Early 
planted fields were looking good. Trans-Pecos: growers were 
controlling weeds and irrigating fields along Rio Grande as 
preparation for vegetable planting continued. Onions were making 
good progress. Peaches: Pruning of trees, dormant oil applications 
continued to be a priority in northern half of State. Early varieties 
were blooming, leafing out throughout southern half of State. 

Range and Livestock: Livestock remained in fair to good 
condition across State. Cattlemen continued supplemental feeding 
programs as pasture conditions remain below normal. However 
spring green up was beginning as range pastures were showing 
signs of improvement due to warm temperatures, scattered showers. 
Hay supplies remained in high demand. Calving activity increased. 
Cattle continued to be moved off wheat fields in High Plains. Lice 
infestations were becoming a problem in Blacklands. Lambing 
continued at a steady level. 


UTAH: Temperature maxima 3° below normal, minima 1° below 
normal. Precipitation was light to moderate across the entire State. 

Major farm activities were continued lambing, calving, general 
farm maintenance, shop work, updating records, spring planning. 
Wet weather in some areas have caused some problems in lambing, 
calving. There were reports of marketing yearling calves, 
vegetables, surplus hay supplies. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal Extremes 8°; 74°. 
Precipitation was above normal with 1.00 to 2.00 in. of rain falling 
over most of the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Topsoil 2% short, 27% adequate, 
71% surplus. Pasture feed 40% poor, 52% fair, 8% good. Barley 
10% poor, 61% fair, 29% good. Wheat 13% poor, 42% fair, 45% 
good. Tobacco plantbeds 22% seeded. Forage from pastures, 
winter grazing crops dairy cattle 1%, beef cattle 6%, sheep 6%. 
Maple syrup making continued in Highland County, fruit tree 
pruning, some plowing, topdressing. Cleaning up after ice storms, 
tending to livestock, repairing machinery, fixing fences, working on 
farm records, seeding tobacco greenhouses, plantbeds. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 1 to 7° below normal west; 3° 
below normal to 3° above normal east. Precipitation 0.70 in. to 3.04 
in. west; none to 1.47 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 55% short, 44% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Hay, other roughage supplies 20% short, 75% 
adequate, 5% surplus. Range, pasture 10% very poor, 30% poor, 25% 
fair, 15% good, 20% excellent. Winter wheat dryland 10% poor, 40% 
fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; irrigated 6% fair, 90% good, 4% excel- 
lent. Barley dryland 3% poor, 87% fair, 10% good; irrigated 10% 
fair, 90% good. Weather was cooler, the precipitation continued. 
Rain, snow were received across the entire State, were quite heavy in 
places. The winter grains in the summer fallow rotation areas are 
expected to do well this year due to the adequate water stored from 
last year’s rains. Some spring wheat, pea planting was underway in 
the Columbia Basin. Fruit pruning continued. Relatively mild winter 
weather has continued to be helpful to livestock producers in terms of 
reduced feed demands, improved calving, lambing conditions. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 36°. Extremes 1°; 69°. 
Precipitation 1.56 in. Temperatures normal to above normal. 
Precipitation well above normal. 

Hay, other feed supplies short to adequate. Farm activities: 
Calving, lambing, feeding livestock, bookkeeping. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 13°. Extremes -18°; 40°. 
Late February snow depths: 8.3 1994; 4.4 1993; 8.8 avg. Late- 
February frost depths: 19.1 1994; 16.6 1993; 17.5 avg. 

Snow this week provided new cover for winter wheat growing areas, 
alfalfa fields. Frost starting to leave the ground with warmer weather. 
Some flooding occurred during rapid snow melt on 26th. 


WYOMING: It was a cold, wet week. Temperatures below normal. 
The exception was Riverton which 1° above normal. Coldest was 
Colony which 21° below normal. Precipitation was above normal 
across the State except the western third which was below normal. 
Moran received the largest amount of precipitation with 1.15 in. 

Winter wheat 79% good, 21% fair. Snow cover protection 53% 
adequate, 47% short. Wind damage to winter wheat was 36% 
moderate, 58% light, 6% none. Livestock condition for cattle, sheep 
was 100% good. Grazing prospects were 53% good, 47% fair. Hay, 
roughage supplies were 86% adequate, 14% short. Spring calving 
was 16% complete. Farm flock lambing was 28% complete. Farm 
flock sheep are 40% shorn. The average expected date to begin 
spring fieldwork is April 5th. 





International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


February 20 - 26, 1994 


FSU-WESTERN: A warming trend followed last week's 
unseasonable cold, improving overwintering conditions for dormant 
winter grains. 

EUROPE: Milder weather improved overwintering conditions for 
dormant crops in the east and prompted early vegetative growth in 
Spain. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rain benefited immature winter grains and oilseeds 
in northern Pakistan and northern India. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers continued across Java’s rice areas. 


EASTERN ASIA: Light rain fell across the southern portion of the 
main wheat belt. 


AUSTRALIA: Mostly dry weather continued across the eastern 
summer crop areas, stressing filling summer crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Portions of Argentina were becoming dry, 
while wet weather continued across Brazil. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather returned to winter 
grain areas in Morocco and Algeria. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Favorably drier weather aided filling corn in 
the western and southern areas. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Light to moderate showers (5-27 mm) covered 
northern winter crop areas from Pakistan to Bihar, benefiting 
immature grains and oilseeds. The rain was especially welcomed in 
Pakistan, which has been trending dry since the withdrawal of the 
southwest monsoon. Dry weather prevailed elsewhere, although 
moderate rain (20-67 mm) returned to Sri Lanka. Temperatures 
averaged 1-3 degrees C below normal in the central and northern 
crop areas, and near normal elsewhere. 


FSU-WESTERN: A warming trend followed last week’s 
unseasonable cold, improving overwintering conditions for dormant 
winter grains. Weekly average temperatures were 1-3 degrees 
Celsius (C) above normal over Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the 
Baltic States. Snow cover increased in northern Russia, Baltic 
States, and western Ukraine, where precipitation amounts ranged 
from 5 to 18 mm. Dry weather continued over southern Ukraine 
and central North Caucasus, Russia, where winter grains continued 
to lack a protective snow cover. 


EUROPE: Milder weather improved overwintering conditions for 
dormant winter grains in eastern Europe, although lingering cold air 
in northern Germany kept weekly temperatures 3 to 6 degrees C 
below normal. In contrast, temperatures averaged 3 to 5 degrees C 
above normal in much of France and Spain, prompting early 
vegetative growth of winter crops in southwestern Europe. 
Significant rain (15-40 mm) fell over much of France, and western 
portions of both the United Kingdom and the Iberian Peninsula. 
Persistent dryness continued over eastern Spain, hampering crop 
growth. Precipitation was also below normal over Italy’s Po Valley, 
where weekly totals ranged from 1 to 11 mm, and in southeastern 
Europe (especially eastern portions of Romania and Bulgaria). 
Heavier precipitation (20-65 mm) was confined to the Adriatic 
region, maintaining favorable soil moisture. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers (30-143 mm) 
continued over primary rice areas of Java and other locations in 
southern Indonesia. Mostly dry, warmer-than-normal weather 
dominated Malaysia and Indochina, with no rain reported in rice and 
oil palm areas of western Malaysia. Persistent above-normal 
temperatures in Indochina increased moisture demands of dry-season 
rice. Mostly light rain (15 mm or less) continued across the 
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EASTERN ASIA: Most of the North China Plain remained 
seasonably dry, but light precipitation (3-12 mm) increased soil 
moisture across the southern wheat areas of Henan, northern Anhui, 
and northern Jiangsu. Weekly temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees 
C across the main wheat belt, just cool enough to keep winter wheat 
dormant. Widespread rain (10-35 mm) covered southern China, 
favoring vegetative winter grains and increasing reservoir levels. 
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AUSTRALIA: Isolated light rain (3-10 mm) was insufficient for 
filling cotton and sorghum across the eastern crop areas. 
Temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below normal across the 
summer crop region, helping to reduce evaporation rates. Tropical 
activity was heavy across northern Australia, producing moderate to 
heavy showers (40-100 mm) across the northeastern Queensland 
sugarcane region. Portions of the extreme northern sugarcane region 
again received very heavy showers (200-250 mm), causing flooding. 
Despite periods of dry weather since January, the southeastern 
pasture areas did receive regular rainfall. In New Zealand, rainfall 
averaged near normal for the past 8 weeks, favoring pastures. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: Rainfall tapered off across the primary crop 
regions, with amounts totaling 1-15 mm in recently soaked areas of 
southwest Transvaal and Orange Free State. Temperatures still 
averaged 1-2 degrees C below normal, but the sunnier weather 
benefited filling corn and other crops. However, showery weather 
(rainfall totaling 10-66 mm) lingered in northern and eastern 
sections of the corn belt. The rain aided filling crops but was 
unwelcomed in recently flooded areas. Dry weather dominated 
Natal’s sugarcane regions. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, isolated showers (3-17 mm) 
fell across southern Santa Fe and northern Buenos Aires. However, 
most of this area has been dry for more than a week, with 
temperatures averaging 2-3 degrees C above normal (maximum 
temperatures ranged from 30 to 32 degrees C), raising concerns for 
Teproductive to filling soybeans and corm. Nevertheless, soil 
moisture should still be adequate for crop development. Across 
southern Buenos Aires, moderate to heavy showers (22-80 mm) 
aided corn and late sunflowerseed. Beneficial drier weather 
prevailed across the northern cotton areas, which was excessively 
wet. In southern Brazil, moderate showers (17-50 mm, with 
scattered amounts of 75-125 mm) covered Rio Grande do Sul, 
Parana, and most of Mato Grosso do Sul. This moisture was 
excessive across Rio Grande do Sul, possibly reducing soyoil 
content, but favorable for filling soybeans elsewhere. In Mato 
Grosso and Goias, moderate showers (30-70 mm) slowed soybean 
harvesting. Temperatures throughout the main summer crop areas 
averaged 1-2 degrees C above normal. Southeastern Minas Gerais 
experienced high temperatures (3-4 degrees C above normal) and 
mostly dry weather, increasing moisture demands of coffee. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather returned to winter 
grain areas in Morocco and Algeria. Light, scattered showers (2-12 
mm) dampened winter grain areas in Tunisia. In most areas, 
significant rain from February 4-20 provided adequate to abundant 
moisture for winter grains in the vegetative stage. Therefore, this 
past week’s dryness was of little concern. However, widespread 
rain is needed over the entire region in upcoming weeks as winter 
grains enter reproduction. 
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